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AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 




1. (Currently Amended) A method for providing access to a network system, 
wherein the network system includes a plurality of access points coupled to a network, 
the method comprising: 



a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device, wherein the identification information indicates a network provider of a plurality 
of possible network providers , wherein said first access point includes a memory medium 
which stores a data structure comprising a list of identification information entries each 
indicating at least one network provider of the plurality of possible network providers ; 

determining the network provider for the portable computing device after 
receiving the identification information , wherein said determining the network provider 
for the portable computing device includes accessing the memory medium and using the 
received identification information to determine the network provider ; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 

providing network access to the portable computing device through the network 
provider determined in said determining. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said providing network access 
comprises providing the data received from the portable computing device to a 
destination based on the determined network provider. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the network system is useable by 
subscribers of each of the plurality of possible network providers. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
maintaining and storing a usage amount by the portable computing device; 
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wherein the determined network provider charges for access by the portable 
computing device to the network. 



5. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, wherein the network system includes a 
memory medium which stores a data structure comprising a list of identification 
information and a corresponding list of the plurality of possible network providers; 

wherein said determining the network provider for the portable computing device 
includes accessing the memory medium and using the received identification information 
to determine the network provider. 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the network sy s tem 
include s a memory medium which stores a data structure further comprises compri s ing a 
list of identification information, a corre s ponding li s t of the plurality of pos s ible network 
providers, and associated methods for providing data to the respective plurality of 
possible network providers; 

wherein said determining the network provider for the portable computing device 
includes accessing the memory medium, using the received identification information to 
determine the network provider, and using an associated method for providing the data to 
the network provider. 



rf. (Original) The method of claim Jfc wherein the data structure stores a 
destination address indicating a destination specified by the network provider; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the network provider. 



maintained by a first network provider; 

wherein the identification information indicates a second network provider. 






(Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of access points are 
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(Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the identification information 
comprises a System ED of the portable computing device, wherein the System ED 
uniquely identifies the network provider of the plurality of possible network providers. 



^G! (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
the first access point receiving identification information from a first portable 
computing device, wherein the identification information indicates a first network 
provider of the plurality of possible network providers; 

determining the first network provider for the first portable computing device 
after receiving the identification information; 

the first access point receiving data from the first portable computing device; 
providing the data received from the first portable computing device to a 
destination associated with the first network provider; 

the first access point receiving identification information from a second portable 
computing device, wherein the identification information indicates a second network 
provider of the plurality of possible network providers; 

determining the second network provider for the second portable computing 
device after receiving the identification information; 

the first access point receiving data from the second portable computing device; 

and 

providing the data received from the second portable computing device to a 
destination associated with the second network provider. 



yC. (Original) The method of claim 1, 

wherein the plurality of access points are arranged at known locations in a 
geographic region, the method further comprising: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device; 

wherein said providing network access comprises selectively providing network 
access to the portable computing device based on the known geographic location of the 
portable computing device. 




IS" 
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(Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the data structure 
further comprises a list of access levels, the method further comprising: 

determining an access level for the portable computing device after receiving the 
identification information , wherein said determining the access level for the portable 
computing device includes accessing the memory medium and using the received 
identification information to determine the access level ; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 
providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined access level. 

y5#f (Onginal) The method of claim J2f wherein said providing the data 
comprises: 

providing the data to one or more resources on the network to allow the portable 
computing device access to the one or more resources on the network if the access level 
is a first access level; 

providing the data to a destination for external access out of the network to only 
allow the portable computing device access to other networks if the access level is a 
second access level; 

wherein, if the access level is the second access level, the data is not provided to 
the one or more resources on the network. 

(Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first access point 
communicates with the portable computing device in a wireless fashion. 

j£. (Original) The method of claim \fo further comprising: 
assigning a wireless communication channel for communication between the first 
access point and the portable computing device. 
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(Original) The method of claim wherein the first access point assigns the 
wireless communication channel for communication between the first access point and 
the portable computing device. 

(Original) The method of claim J£r, wherein said assigning comprises 
assigning the wireless communication channel based on the identification information 
received from the portable computing device. 

y?. (Original) The method of claim wherein said assigning comprises 
assigning the wireless communication channel based on the determined network 
provider. 

(Original) The method of claim>f; further comprising: 
determining an access level for the portable computing device after receiving the 

identification information; and 

assigning a wireless communication channel for communication between the first 

access point and the portable computing device based on the determined access level. 

^20. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first access point 
communicates with the portable computing device in a wired fashion. 



3$ 

JJP. (Currently Amended) A network system, comprising: 
a network; 

a plurality of access points coupled to the network, wherein each of the plurality 
of access points is operable to communicate with a portable computing device, wherein 
each of the plurality of access points is configured to receive identification information 
from the portable computing device indicating a network provider of a plurality of 
possible network providers , wherein each of the plurality of access points includes a 
memory medium which stores a data structure, wherein the data structure comprises a list 
of identification information entries and corresponding network providers, wherein each 
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entry indicates a respective network provider of the plurality of possible network 
providers ; 

wherein each of the plurality of access points is operable to determine the network 
provider indicated in the identification information; 

wherein, in determining the network provider for the portable computing device, 
each of the plurality of access points is operable to access the memory medium and use 
the received identification information to determine the network provider ; 

wherein network access is provided to the portable computing device through the 
indicated network provider. 

3%*. (Original) The network system of claim ^ wherein each of the plurality of 
access points is operable to provide data received from the portable computing device to 
a destination based on the determined network provider. 

Y! (Original) The network system of claim yC , wherein the network system is 
useable by subscribers of each of the plurality of possible network providers. 

(Original) The network system of claim^^f, wherein the determined network 
provider charges for access by the portable computing device to the network. 



jff. (Canceled) The network system of claim 21, further comprising: 
a memory medium coupled to the network which stores a data structure 

comprising a list of identification information and a corresponding list of the plurality of 

possible network providers; 

wherein, in determining the network provider for the portable computing device, 

each of the plurality of access points is operable to access the memory medium and use 

the received identification information to determine the network provider. 

26. (Canceled) The network system of claim 25, wherein the memory medium is 
comprised in one or more of the access points. 
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& 2T. (Currently Amended) The network system of claim 2*K^ wherein the data 
structure further comprises comprising: 

a memory medium coupled to the network which store s a data s tructure 
comprising a li s t of network provider identification information, a corre s ponding list of 
the plurality of possible network providers, and associated methods for providing data to 
the respective plurality of possible network providers; 

wherein, in determining the network provider for the portable computing device, 
each of the plurality of access points is operable to access the memory medium, use the 
received network provider identification information to determine the network provider, 
and use an associated method for providing the data to the determined network provider. 

(Canceled) The network system of claim #7, wherein the memory medium is 
comprised in one or more of the access points. 

H\ f? 

(Currently Amended) The network system of claim ^7-, 
wherein the data structure further comprises s tore s a destination address 

indicating a destination specified by the determined network provider; 

whefein each of the plurality of access points is operable to provide the data to the 

destination specified by the determined network provider. 

¥. (Original) The network system of claim JA, wherein the plurality of access 
points are maintained by a first network provider; 

wherein the identification information indicates a second network provider. 

(Original) The network system of claim 2l\ wherein the identification 
information comprises a System ID of the portable computing device, wherein the 
System ID uniquely identifies a network provider of the plurality of possible network 
providers. 

* 35" 

(Original) The network system of claim >T, further comprising: 



jar 
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a portable computing device operated by a user, wherein the portable computing 
device includes the identification information, wherein the identification information 
indicates a first network provider of the plurality of network providers; 

wherein, when a first access point of the plurality of access points receives the 
identification information from the portable computing device, the first access point is 
operable to determine the first network provider; 

wherein the first access point is operable to provide data received from the 
portable computing device according to the first network provider. 



one or more network devices coupled to the network, wherein each of the one or 
more network devices corresponds to one of the plurality of possible network providers. 

wherein each of the plurality of access points is operable to provide data received 
from the portable computing device to a network device corresponding to the determined 
network provider. 



access points is operable to provide the data to the destination in a secure manner. 



points are arranged at known locations in a geographic region, wherein each access point 
is operable to provide geographic location information indicating a known geographic 
location of the portable computing device; 

wherein network access is selectively provided to the portable computing device 
based on the known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

5£ 35* 

3o. (Original) The network system of claim Jfr, wherein one or more of the 
plurality of access points are operable to: 

determine an access level for the portable computing device after receiving the 
identification information; and 
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provide data received from the portable computing device to a destination based 
on the determined access level. 

JrT. (Original) The network system of claim 2<C wherein, in providing the data, 
said one or more of the plurality of access points are operable to: 

provide the data to one or more resources on the network to allow the portable 
computing device access to the one or more resources on the network if the access level 
is a first access level; 

provide the data to a destination for external access out of the network to only 
allow the portable computing device access to other networks if the access level is a 
second access level; 

wherein, if the access level is the second access level, the data is not provided to 
the one or more resources on the network. 

T (Original) The network system of claim ffi wherein at least a subset of the 
plurality of access points are wireless access points operable to communicate with the 
portable computing device in a wireless fashion. 

2$. (Original) The network system of claim $8, wherein each of the wireless 
access points is operable to assign a wireless communication channel for communication 
between the first access point and the portable computing device. 



1 (Original) The network system of claim ^9, wherein one or more of the 
wireless access points are operable to assign the wireless communication channel based 
on the identification information received from the portable computing device. 

£¥i (Original) The network system of claim }9 9 wherein one or more of the 
wireless access points is operable to assign the wireless communication channel based on 
the determined network provider. 

ft Si 

$X (Original) The network system of claim J&T, further comprising: 
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wherein one or more of the wireless access points are operable to determine an 
access level for the portable computing device after receiving the identification 
information; and 

wherein said one or more of the wireless access points are operable to assign a 
wireless communication channel for communication between the first access point and 
the portable computing device based on the determined access level. 

SI* *s 

(Original) The network system of claim^ff wherein at least a subset of the 
plurality of access points are operable to communicate with the portable computing 
device in a wired fashion. 



network system, wherein the wireless network system includes a plurality of access 
points coupled to a network, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device in a wireless manner, wherein the identification information indicates a network 
provider of a plurality of possible network providers , wherein said first access point 
includes a memory medium which stores a data structure comprising a list of 
identification information entries each indicating one or more network providers of the 
plurality of possible network providers ; 

determining a network provider for the portable computing device after receiving 
the identification informatio n, wherein said determining the network provider for the 
portable computing device includes accessing the memory medium and using the 
received identification information to determine the network provider ; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device in a 
wireless manner; 

providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined network provider. 

0. (Original) The method of claim ^4* wherein the wireless network system is a 
distributed wireless network system. 




(Currently Amended) A method for providing roaming features on a wireless 
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^W. (Currently Amended) A method for providing access to a wireless network 
system, wherein the wireless network system includes a plurality of access points coupled 
to a network, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device in a wireless manner, wherein the identification information indicates a network 
provider of a plurality of possible network providers , wherein said first access point 
includes a memory medium which stores a data structure comprising a list of 
identification information entries each indicating one or more network providers of the 
plurality of possible network providers ; 

determining a network provider for the portable computing device after receiving 
the identification information , wherein said determining the network provider for the 
portable computing device includes accessing the memory medium and using the 
received identification information to determine the network provider ; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device in a 
wireless manner; and 

providing network access to the portable computing device through the 
determined network provider. 



resources in a distributed wireless network system, wherein the wireless network system 
includes a plurality of access points coupled to a network, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device , wherein said first access point includes a memory medium which stores a data 
structure comprising a list of identification information entries indicating one or more 
access levels ; 

determining an access level for the portable computing device after receiving the 
identification information , wherein said determining the access level for the portable 
computing device includes accessing the memory medium and using the received 
identification information to determine the access level ; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 




(Currently Amended) A method for providing selective access to network 
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providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined access level. 

(Previously Presented) The method of claim jfl, wherein said providing 
the data comprises: 

providing the data to one or more resources on the network to allow the portable 
computing device access to the one or more resources on the network if the access level 
is a first access level; 

providing the data to a destination for external access out of the network to only 
allow the portable computing device access to other networks if the access level is a 
second access level; 

wherein, if the access level is the second access level, the data is not provided to 
the one or more resources on the network. 

Jff. (Currently Amended) A first memory medium comprised in a wireless 
access point, 

wherein the first memory medium comprises program instructions for providing 
access to a network system; 

wherein the program instructions are executable to: 

receive analyze information received from a portable computing device in 
a wireless manner, wherein the information indicates a network provider of a plurality of 
possible network providers; 

access a second memory medium which stores a data structure comprising 
a list of identification information entries indicating one or more network providers of the 
plurality of possible network providers; 

analyze said information received from the portable computing device 
with said list of identification information entries to determine a network provider; 

provide network access to the portable computing device through the 
determined network provider. 
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50. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein at least a subset of the identification 
information entries each indicate one or more virtual local area networks 
(VLANs). 

^C. (New) The method of claim >9; 

wherein each virtual local area network (VLAN) specifies a network provider. 

jd. (New) The method of claim 5d* wherein said providing network access 
comprises using a VLAN specified by the identification information. 

it 

J3\ (New) The method of claim 1, 

wherein the data structure further stores a respective network provider for each 
identification information entry; 

wherein said determining the network provider comprises indexing into the data 
structure using the identification information to determine the network provider stored in 
the data structure corresponding to the identification information. 

(New) The method of claim 1, wherein the data structure further comprises a 
destination, wherein the destination is specified by a first network provider, of the 
plurality of network providers; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the first network provider. 

£5. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 

3! 

5&. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

^ (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 



5285-O4800 



Page 14 of 34 



10/10/2003 2:58 PM 



(New) The method of claim 1, wherein said identification information 
comprises a known geographic location of the portable computing device. 



4. 



(New) The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method further comprising: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

j>0* (New) The method of claim^ wherein the data structure further comprises a 
destination, wherein the destination is specified by the first network provider; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the first network provider. 

$f. (New) The method of claims wherein the data structure further comprises a 
destination, wherein the destination is specified by the second network provider; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the second network provider. 

£2! (New) The method claim of claim wherein the data structure further 
comprises an associated method for providing data to the second network provider; 

wherein said determining the network provider for the portable computing device 
includes accessing the memory medium, using the received identification information to 
determine the network provider, and using the associated method for providing the data 
to the second network provider. 

n to 

J>». (New) The method claim of £2, wherein the associated method is provided 
by the first network provider. 

(New) The method claim of £2, wherein the associated method is provided 
by the second network provider. 
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,65. (New) The network system of claim wherein at least a subset of the 
identification information entries each indicate at least one VLAN. 

po. (New) The network system of claim 65, 
wherein each VLAN specifies a network provider. 



(New) The network system of claim wherein the indicated VLAN is used 
in providing network access. 

^>#T (New) The network system of claim^i^ 

wherein the data structure further stores a respective network provider for each 
identification information entry; 

wherein, in determining the network provider for the portable computing device, 
each of the plurality of access points is operable to index into the data structure using the 
identification information to determine the network provider stored in the data structure 
corresponding to the identification information. 

J&f (New) The network system of claim Jtf, wherein the data structure further 
comprises a destination, wherein the destination is specified by a first network provider, 
of the plurality of network providers; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the first network provider. 

J£l (New) The network system of claim wherein said identification 
information comprises a digital certificate. 

35 

(New) The network system of claim JZ¥ y wherein said identification 
information comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 
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(New) The network system of claim JA\ wherein said identification 
information comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 



(New) The network system of claim ^t, wherein said identification 
information comprises a known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

41 & 

JA^ (New) The network system of claim ,21, wherein the plurality of access 
points are arranged at known locations in a geographic region, wherein the first access 
point is operable to provide geographic location information indicating a known 
geographic location of the portable computing device. 

Jo. (New) The network system of claim yc, wherein the network is operable to 
support IEEE 802. lp. 



tfr ss 

(New) The network system of claimed, wherein the network is operable to 
enforce a predefined quality of service metric to a virtual port within the network. 

yf? (New) The network system of claim ^ wherein the data structure stores a 
destination, wherein the destination is specified by the first network provider; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the first network provider. 

(New) The network system of claim wherein the data structure further 
comprises a destination, wherein the destination is specified by a second network 
provider; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the second network provider. 
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(New) The method of claim ^ wherein at least a subset of the identification 
information entries each indicate one or more VLANs. 

£«f (New) The method of claim T^f 

wherein each VLAN specifies a network provider; 

wherein said providing network access comprises using a VLAN specified by the 
identification information. 

$A. (New) The method of claim 

wherein the data structure further stores a respective network provider for each 
identification information entry; 

wherein said determining the network provider comprises indexing into the data 
structure using the identification information to determine the network provider stored in 
the data structure corresponding to the identification information. 

(New) The method of claim ^4? wherein the data structure further comprises 
a destination, wherein the destination is specified by a first network provider, of the 
plurality of network providers; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the first network provider. 

it no 

j&Z. (New) The method of claim Jl4, wherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 

11 If 

J84. (New) The method of claim Jtf 9 wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 



t lo 

. (New) The method of claim J4, wherein said identification information 



comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 
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^6. (New) The method of claim ^4* wherein said identification information 
comprises a known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

#7. (New) The method of claim ^4", wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method further comprising: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

-8#. (New) The method of claim 4#T wherein one or more of the identification 
information entries each indicate one or more VLANs. 

£P^(New) The method of claim $8? 

wherein each VLAN specifies a network provider. 

ffi (New) The method of claim j& y wherein said providing network access 
comprises using said one or more VLANs. 



6 . *1 

(New) The method of claim 



wherein the data structure further stores a respective network provider for each 
identification information entry; 

wherein said determining the network provider comprises indexing into the data 
structure using the identification information to determine the network provider stored in 
the data structure corresponding to the identification information. 

^ (New) The method of claim wherein the data structure further comprises 
a destination, wherein the destination is specified by a first network provider, of the 
plurality of network providers; 

wherein said providing the data comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the first network provider. 
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^£5. (New) The method of claim 46; wherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 

^ (New) The method of claim wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

&5. (New) The method of claim wherein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 

JX>. (New) The method of claim wherein said identification information 
comprises a known geographic location of the portable computing device. 



%7 



VI. (New) The method of claimed, wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method further comprising: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

12/ 

(New) The method of claim wherein one or more of the identification 
information entries each indicate a VLAN. 

(New) The method of claim 
wherein each VLAN specifies a network provider. 

(New) The method of claim ^ wherein said providing network access 
comprises using a VLAN specified by the identification information. 

JJ>f. (New) The method of claim ^ 

wherein the data structure further stores a respective network provider for each 
identification information entry; 
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wherein said determining the network provider comprises indexing into the data 
structure using the identification information to determine the network provider stored in 
the data structure corresponding to the identification information. 

Jwl. (New) The method claim of ^T, wherein the data structure further 
comprises a list of known geographic location information and a corresponding list of 
possible access levels, wherein the plurality of access points are arranged at known 
locations in a geographic region, the method further comprises: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device; and 

determining a second access level for the portable computing device after 
determining the known geographic location information, wherein said determining the 
second access level for the portable computing device includes accessing the memory 
medium and using the determined known geographic location information to determine 
the access level; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 
providing the data received on the determined second access level. 

W I* 

\£%T (New) The method claim of ^ wherein the first access point is operable to 
access a management information base (MIB), coupled to the network, which stores a 
data structure comprising a list of known geographic location information indicating 
possible access levels, wherein the plurality of access points are arranged at known 
locations in a geographic region, the method further comprises: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device; and 

determining a second access level for the portable computing device after 
determining the known geographic location information, wherein said determining the 
second access level for the portable computing device includes accessing the MIB and 
using the determined known geographic location information to determine the access 
level. 
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J^4r. (New) The method of claim ^ wherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 

|e>\ <tv 

yf#£ (New) The method of claim ffi wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

JJ36t (New) The method of claim 0, wherein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 

left 

\$7< (New) The method of claim £}\ wherein said identification information 
comprises a known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

1P8T (New) The method of claim ^77 wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method further comprising: 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

l^9i (New) The method of claim & 

wherein the access points are 802.11 wireless access points. 



110. (New) A method for providing access to a wireless network system, 
wherein the wireless network system includes a plurality of wireless access points 



coupled to a network, the mefK^d^compri/ing: 



a first wireless access point \ec£iving identification information from a portable 
computing device in a wireless kaxlpr, wherein the portable computing device and the 
first wireless access pointx^mmunicates using wireless Ethernet, wherein the 
identification information indicates a VLAN, wherein the first wireless access point is 
operable to implement a plural ityfof possible VLANs; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device in a 
wireless manner; 
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the first access point using the indicated VLAN to provide the data received from 
the portable computing device to a destination. 

111. (New) The method of claim 110, further composing: 
determining a first network provider for the portable computing device after 

receiving the identification information; 

wherein the first access point provides the dafta received from the portable 
computing device to the destination based on the deterrxjlmed first network provider. 

112. (New) The method of claim 111, 

wherein the first network provider is determj^ied based on the indicated VLAN. 

"T 

113. (New) The method claim l)10,^vherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. ^ 

114. (New) The method of claim 1/LO, wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

115. (New) The method of claim 110, wherein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) ^identification. 

116. (New) The method of c/aim 110, wherein said identification information 
comprises a known geographic location of the portable computing device. 



117. (New) A method for providing access to a wireless network system, 
wherein the wireless network system includes a plurality of wireless access points 
coupled to a network, the methoa comprising: 

a first wireless access jroint receiving identification information from a portable 
computing device in a wireless manner, wherein the portable computing device and the 



less manner, 
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first wireless access point communicates using wireless: Ethernet, wherein the 
identification information indicates at least one VLAN; 

determining a network provider for the portable confuting device after receiving 
the identification information; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device in a 
wireless manner; 

the first access point using the at least one/VLAN to provide the data received 
from the portable computing device to a destination based on the determined network 
provider. 

118. (New) A method for providing access to a wireless network system, 
wherein the wireless network system iricludes a plurality of wireless access points 
coupled to a network, the mfeth^xi comprising: 

a first wireless access point re/eiving identification information from a portable 
computing device in a wireless manner, wherein the portable computing device and the 
first wireless access poipt communicates using wireless Ethernet, wherein the 
identification information indicates a network provider of a plurality of possible network 
providers; 

determining the network provider for the portable computing device based on the 
identification information; 

the first access pojfnt receiving data from the portable computing device in a 
wireless manner; 

providing the dsfta received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined network provider. 

119. Thf method of claim 118, wherein the wireless network system includes a 
memory medium which stores a data structure comprising a list of identification 
information indicating one or more network providers of the plurality of possible network 
providers; j 
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wherein said determining the network provider for thejportable computing device 
includes accessing the memory medium and using the received identification information 
to determine the network provider. / 

1 20. The method of claim 119, 

wherein the data structure comprises a Management Information Base. 

121. The method of claim 119, wherein tlWdata structure stores a destination 
address indicating a destination specified by the network provider; 

wherein said providing the data comprises ^providing the data to the destination 
specified by the network provider. 

122. The method of claim lY^^ere/n the network system includes a memory 
medium which stores a data stnictureYomariping a list of identification information, a 
corresponding list of the plurality of possio Wnetwork providers, and associated methods 
for providing data to the respective pjalrality pf possible network providers; 

wherein said determining the network provider for the portable computing device 
includes accessing the memory medium, using the received identification information to 
determine the network provider, and using an associated method for providing the data to 
the network provider. 

123. (New) The method of ifclaim 118, wherein the wireless network system 
comprises a management information base (MIB) coupled to the network, wherein the 
MIB stores a data structure comprising a list of identification information indicating one 
or more network providers of the plijlrality of possible network providers; 

wherein said determining tne network provider for the portable computing device 
includes accessing the MIB aijfd using the received identification information to 
determine the network provider. 

124. (New) The method of claim 123, wherein the data structure stores a 
destination address indicating a destination specified by the network provider; 
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wherein said providing the data comprises providing thp data to the destination 
specified by the network provider. 

125. (New) The method of claim 118, wherein sai^ identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 

126. (New) The method of claim 118, whereirysaid identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

127. (New) The method of claim 118, whefein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 

comprises a known geographic location^die portable computing device. 



129. (New) A method for providing selective access to network resources in a 
distributed wireless network system, wherein the wireless network system includes a 
plurality of access points coupled to a network, wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 

device; 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device; 

determining a charge for yfhe portable computing device to gain access to the 
network provider based on the /identification information and the known geographic 
location of the portable computing device. 



130. (New) The method of claim 129, 



5285-04800 



Page 26 of 34 



10/10/2003 2:58 PM 



• 



wherein the identification information receive^ from the portable computing 
device indicates a first network provider of a plurality of possible network providers; 

wherein said determining a charge for the potable computing device is based on 
the first network provider and the known geograph/c location of the portable computing 
device. 

131. (New) The method of c£uiH29y 

wherein said first access poin\indmies a memory medium which stores a data 
structure comprising a list of identifiemiOTi information entries indicating one or more 
network providers of the plurality of possible network providers and a list of geographic 
locations indicating discounts; 

wherein the identification information received from the portable computing 
device indicates a first network proyider of a plurality of possible network providers; 

wherein said determining a charge for the portable computing device is based on 
the first network provider and known geographic location of the portable computing 
device. 

Y&f (New) A method for providing selective access to network resources in a 
distributed wireless network system, wherein the wireless network system includes a 
plurality of access points coupled to a network, wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device, wherein said first access point includes a memory medium which stores a data 
structure comprising a list of identification information entries indicating one or more 
network providers of the plurality of possible network providers and a list of geographic 
locations indicating discounts; 

determining a network provider based on the identification information received 
from the portable computing device; 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device; 
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determining a charge for the portable computing device to gain access to the 
network provider based on the determined network provider and the known geographic 
location of the portable computing device, wherein said determining the charge includes 
accessing the memory medium and using the received identification information and the 
known geographic location to determine the charge. 

|0* icfl 

X)>%. (New) The method of claim further comprising: 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 
providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined network provider. 

(New) The method of claim 1>2, wherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 



(New) The method of claim J>z, wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

Y}6\ (New) The method of claim J>2^ wherein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 

J^7r (New) The method of claim 

wherein said determining a charge comprises determining a discount. 



"2 

(New) A method for providing selective access to network resources m a 
distributed wireless network system, wherein the wireless network system includes a 
plurality of access points coupled to a network, wherein the plurality of access points are 
arranged at known locations in a geographic region, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device, wherein said first access point includes a memory medium which stores a first 
data structure comprising a list of identification information and a corresponding list of 
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the plurality of possible network providers, wherein said first access point is operable to 
access a management information base (MIB), coupled to the wireless network, which 
stores a second data structure comprising a list of the plurality of possible network 
providers and a corresponding list of known geographic locations indicating discounts; 

the first access point providing geographic location information indicating a 
known geographic location of the portable computing device; 

determining a charge fee for the portable computing device to gain access to the 
network provider after receiving the identification information and after said providing 
the geographic location information, wherein said determining the charge comprises: 
accessing the memory medium to determine a network provider; and 
accessing the MIB, and using the determined network provider, the known 
geographic location, and the network provider to determine the discount; 

charging a fee for access of the portable computing device to the determined 
network provider. 

^3#T (New) The method of claim 1^8, wherein said identification information 
comprises a digital certificate. 

J4t). (New) The method of claim J^8; wherein said identification information 
comprises an IEEE 802.1 1 system identification. 

L41. (New) The method of claim wherein said identification information 
comprises a media access control (MAC) identification. 



yd, (New) The method of claim \2>% 



wherein said determining a charge comprises determining a discount. 
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